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Abstract 

The primary or higher education sector in Iraq was not isolated from the effects 

of the US occupation of Iraq, which began on April 9, 2003, whether the impact 

on its facilities or human resources. In order to take note of all these variables, 

the reality of primary education and higher education will be reviewed with the 

impact of the problems that arose after the American-British war on Iraq, which 

began on the night of March 21, 2003, and then solutions and solutions to 

improve the education sector in Iraq. 

First: The reality of primary education after 2003 

The first comprehensive study of the situation of schools in post-war Iraq 

confirmed that thousands of school facilities lack the basic necessities to 

provide decent education for Iraqi children. The study, released by the Iraqi 

Ministry of Education on October 17, 2004 and published by the Arabic 

Network for Human Rights Information (ANHRI), showed that one third of 

primary schools in Iraq lack water supply and about half of them do not have 

health facilities at all. The study also found that the most affected Iraqi 

provinces are Dhi Qar, Salaheddin and Diyala, where more than 70 per cent of 

primary school buildings either lack water supply or the water network is out of 

work. 

The study indicated that 4.3 million Iraqi children enrolled in primary 

schools for the 2003-2004 school year. However, the survey confirmed that the 

number of appropriate schools is insufficient to cope with the growing demand 

for education, which appears to be slightly higher than in 2000, with 3.6 million 

children the most recent year for the availability of data before the study, but 

schools do not contain seats and school chairs. Many schools have to double the 

number of students, and a quarter of primary schools have two or three meals a 

day, In every meal there are 14,000 primary schools in Iraq, but the actual 

number of school buildings is only 11,368, to accommodate the number of 
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students enrolled and about 2,700,000 of these schools already in need of 

comprehensive rehabilitation and rehabilitation. 

More than 700 primary schools were damaged in the bombing, one third 

of them in Baghdad, more than 300 schools were burned and more than 3,000 

schools were looted in the period following 9 April 2003. The study showed 

that primary schools in Basra governorate are the most overcrowded, with more 

than 600 primary schools participating in buildings. 

The report by Felice Bennis and the Iraq Working Group at the Institute 

for Policy Studies and the Center for Foreign Policy highlighted the focus on 24 

June 2004 that more than 300 schools were destroyed in the war and that other 

schools were looted in the chaos that followed the US occupation of Iraq. The 

school attendance rate in April 2004 was significantly lower than pre-war 

levels, largely due to security concerns. 

The Iraqi ministry of human right's comprehensive national report on Iraq 

showed that government expenditure on the education sector compared to GDP 

rose from 0.5% in 1997 to 2.6% in 2006. During this year and specifically the 

aftermath, Iraq witnessed armed violence, which was customary under the so-

called "sectarian war." As the economic situation worsened, the security 

situation and the forced displacement caused all these factors to negatively 

affect the reality of education in Iraq. 

Over the years, the problem has been exacerbated by dealing with it with 

an unrealistic and serious view. A statement issued by the Iraqi Ministry of 

Education in 2009 revealed the presence of 6,690 schools in need of renovation. 

Of these, 3469 schools need partial repairs, 2721 schools are completely 

renovated, noting that there is a real need for 16,000 schools, stressing that the 

age-building campaigns in the education sector are inadequate. Due to the need 

for school buildings, many schools have been exposed to overcrowded 

classrooms due to the shortage of furniture. 

The Ministry of Science and Technology in Iraq said that what has been 

achieved at the level of infrastructure in the education sector is very small, as no 

change was recorded as was expected even the program for the construction of 

schools did not materialize, and that Officials of the Ministry of Education and 

Higher Education and Scientific Research prefer to refer the issue of developing 

a plan for the educational sector or preparing a strategy for university education 

to the future. 
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And continued the reality of education in such a way to explicitly mention the 

report of the National Development Plan prepared by the Ministry of Planning 

for the year 2010-2014 and in a paragraph on the field of social challenges that 

the education sector is still indicators of a significant non-positive development 

and development of inputs and outputs, data indicate a large deficit in The 

number of schools and high rates of double and triple schools and the existence 

of mud schools that are not suitable for the educational process, not to mention 

the low enrollment rate of 85% for males and 82% for females.  
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